
The Uprising Devotionals March 2012 
Our Message 

 
Love 

Day 1: 
• Psalm 86:15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.   
 

In this verse we can learn a lot about who God is. He is merciful, 
faithful, gracious, and He does not get angry quickly. But He is also 
abounding in steadfast love for His people. The word abounding 
means, “to be fully supplied or filled.” God has a full supply of love for 
you, His beloved child. If you feel like people don’t care or don’t see 
you, like you are unloved, then you should first know that that is a lie 
that the devil wants you to believe. If you are hearing that lie, then 
replace it with the truth; that you have a God that can fulfill every 
need, heal every hurt, and love you like you have never been loved 
before! 
 
Day 2: 

• John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 

 
This verse is one that most of us have heard and most likely 

memorized when we were little kids. But what does it really mean? 
The thing that is so amazing about this verse is that it shows God’s 
heart for us. It shows that He loved us so much that He was willing to 
send his only son to die a horrible death just to make sure that we 
would be with Him in heaven. He thought that we were worth it. Even 
though we sin, even though we are so insignificant in comparison to 
Him, He still thinks we are worth the death of someone He loved, His 
son. It’s amazing to think about how much He loves you. His son died 
so that we would have eternal life and be in heaven with Him forever. 
 
Day 3: 

• 1 John 4:7-8 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and 
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 

 



Love is a word that we all have said, meant, and maybe even 
thrown around. We love our families, friends, and even possessions. 
Do we really know what love means? One word to describe love is 
God. He is love. God gives us love daily and unconditionally. He is love 
in it's purest form. His word says that its impossible to know love 
without knowing Him. Our society offers a love that fails us and 
disappoints us. We all search for love in various places, but find that it 
leaves us empty and unsatisfied. God is our one true love. He satisfies 
all our needs and desires. By knowing God and His love, we are able to 
affectively love others.  
 
Day 4: 

• 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres.  

 
Love takes on many forms. It comes in the form of selflessness, 

honesty, integrity, amongst many others. The Bible not only tells us 
what love is, but it tells us what love is not. It's not jealous, it's not 
easily angered, etcetera. Love is more than just being attracted to 
someone. It's mirroring the image of Christ. Isn't it nice knowing that 
God is patient, kind, and keeps no record of wrongs? What an honor 
and privilege to serve a God like that! He has given us the ability to 
love others in this way; a pure and honest way. 
  
Day 5: 

• Romans 8:38-39 “And I am convinced that nothing can ever 
separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries 
about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us 
from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth 
below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 

 
 

I'm sure we've all either said it or heard it said before, “I've messed 
up too many times for God to love me” or “I'm too messed up for 
God's love.” This verse says that nothing can separate you from God's 
love; no fear, no sin, no demon, no thought, not death, no matter how 
many times you mess things up, nothing will separate you from God's 



love. Think about it, your God, your Father, sent His ONLY son, not 
one of five or six sons, His ONLY son, to die on the cross to save your 
very life. The life that you say is too far gone and too messed up was 
given to you because of the love of your Father. He sacrificed His very 
own son knowing the life He would have to live, the mocking He would 
have to endure, and the brutal murder He would have to suffer, and 
He did it for you. He listened to His sons cries and watched the people 
laughing at Him and it was all for you. That is love; forgiving, 
shameless, fearless, never ending, pure, perfect love; and it is being 
offered and given to you. You don't have to deserve it or earn it, just 
accept it.  

 
Day 6: 

• 1 John 3:1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children of God! And that is what we 
are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 

 
God pours His great love on us and calls us His children. This is a 

privilege. We don't deserve His love, yet He gives it to us anyway. We 
are children of God because He loved us so much as to send His Son to 
die for us; for all the world. But there is a problem here, we were 
given this perfect love and so was the rest of the world, but they don't 
know about it. God desires to call all people His children but if they 
don't know to accept His love, they will not be His children. Our 
mission is to make His love known to the whole world, no one is too 
good for His love. Embrace the love He is constantly soaking us in, 
carry His name with you wherever you go, know that it is a honor to 
be called His children, and share His love with anyone and everyone. 
 
Day 7: 

• Proverbs 8:17 I love those who love me. Those who eagerly 
search for me will find me. 

  
A search; sometimes fun, sometimes confusing. We had to do a 

word search in Spanish class which was so confusing and frustration 
because for one, it was a big puzzle and two, because it was in 
Spanish. Word Searches are hard enough why do people put them into 
Spanish. The same goes for your search for God. It may not feel easy. 
You may feel you don’t have time for God or He can’t help you, but He 
is waiting for you. He loves you when you love Him. He even loves the 
broken and hurt. He loves to spend time with you and be in YOUR 
presence. He promises with all His heart that even though you feel 



your Spanish Word Search is hard, it is really easy because you just 
have to show your intense desire to want Him and He will show you 
the most amazing thing anyone can get; true love. 

 
Hope 

Day 8: 
• Heb 6:19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 

secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain. 
 

Have you ever been out on a boat on a windy day? The boat may 
be getting tossed by the waves, and the wind may be pushing the boat 
farther and farther from where they are supposed to be, but as soon 
as someone throws out the anchor the boat is sure to stay secure and 
in place. That is how our lives seem sometimes. It feels like we are 
lost in a storm, we feel hopeless until we remember that Christ died to 
bring us hope! By sacrificing himself he put himself in a place to 
understand everything that we go through and by raising form the 
dead, He brings us hope. And that hope is not just something that 
comes and goes, it is secure and firm. So no matter what you go 
through, now that you always have hope in Jesus. That He 
understands you and will always rescue you and bring you through. 
 
Day 9: 

• Hebrews 10:23 Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that 
keep us going. He always keeps His word. 
  

David Wilkerson said, “As I look back over fifty years of ministry, I 
recall innumerable tests, trials and times of crushing pain. But through 
it all, the Lord has proven faithful, loving, and totally true to all his 
promises.” God keeps His promises. He doesn’t state His promises 
lightly. He lives out each of His promises. There is a crazy amazing 
story I found about John and his son. John sr. had a son that was born 
premature. He went through so much stress and even saw other 
babies die right next to his son. One day he was watching his son with 
a tube in his mouth. He told his son that if his son wanted to breathe 
without the machine he needed to give him a sign. He decided that 
since he had never seen his sons eyes that would be the signal so he 
counted to three and on cue his son opened his eyes then he counted 
to two and the baby closed his eyes and they continued this charade 
until the room slowed down and John sr. heard God’s voice say, “I will 
take care of your son....I will take care of your daughter too....and I 
will take care of your business." Guess what, God kept His promise to 
John sr. He will keep His promise to you too. God doesn’t pick 



favorites. He keeps promises no matter what. God’s promise gave 
John sr. hope. In the bible it says that even faith as small as a 
mustard seed can move mountains. Have faith in God’s promises. 
There is nothing to lose. He doesn’t cheat or cut corners. He fulfills His 
promises. 
 

 
Day 10: 

• Romans 5:5 "And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For 
we know how dearly God loves us, because He has given us the 
Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His love." 

 
How many times have you heard the phrase, "Don't get your hopes 

up?" I think it's something we've both said and believed. We often say 
it's because we don't want to be disappointed or heartbroken. God 
promised us that He will not disappoint us or let us down. God's love 
fills our hearts the moment we accept Him. It's a promise! He gave us 
the Holy Spirit, who guides us, comforts us, and so much more. So, 
hope again, believe again. God will never let you down. Get your 
hopes up! God doesn't disappoint 
 
Day 11: 

• Romans 8:24-25 “We were given this hope when we were 
saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to hope for 
it. But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we 
must wait patiently and confidently.)” 

 
Accepting Jesus into your life promises you eternal life. We live our 

lives but the wait to get to heaven gets long and hard, and sometimes 
all that we can see are the imperfections in our life and we take our 
lives off of our perfect God. A lot of times when we get saved we 
forget the hope that is within this promise of eternal life. Having hope 
for something requires us to wait patiently and confidently that it will 
happen. We also have to take the right actions to assure our hope..... 
I could sit around all day hoping I do well of a test but if I don't study 
and am confident, in myself, that I will do well I will most likely not do 
well; it's the same with God. He gives us a new hope of eternal life in 
heaven with Him but if we turn our backs on Him because you couldn't 
wait, the hope you were given is useless. 
 

 
 
 



A Future 
Day 12: 

• Proverbs 24:14 “In the same way, wisdom is sweet to your 
soul. If you find it, you will have a bright future, and your hopes 
will not be cut short. “ 

 
The word wisdom means knowing the difference between right and 

wrong and then putting that knowledge into action to make the right 
decision. You can know that stealing five dollars is wrong but unless 
you put that knowledge into action to not steal the five dollars, you are 
not wise. We are called to higher standards as Christians, in every 
way, including in wisdom. Lead by example; if you don't put your 
knowledge into action and prove you are wise by not being the “norm” 
and not settling, how do you expect anyone else to? God has promised 
us in this verse that if we find wisdom then our futures will be bright. 
When we decide to be wise and follow Christ, then He will reward us. 
Don't think that wisdom is this far off thing. We are given 
opportunities everyday to be wise. Know the difference between right 
and wrong and then be wise and choose right, God watches and 
rewards. 
 
Day 13: 

• Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” 

 
How great is it to know that the God of the universe has a plan for 

your future? Sometimes we look at all the bad in our situations and 
think that nothing good could ever come out of it. In those moments, 
God can seem absent; but He has promised to never abandon you. He 
holds your future in His hands, and if you choose to let Him guide you, 
then you cannot fail. Call on His name and He will listen. Seek Him 
wholeheartedly and you will find Him. The Bible says that He will be 
found right by you. That means that He was with you the entire time. 
So, you can always trust God with your plans and He will never fail 
you. 
 
Day 14: 

• Isaiah 43:18-19 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 
past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in 
the wasteland. 

 



So many times in our lives we get caught up in things, whether 
they be relationships, situations, or mindsets. For example, when we 
get emotionally attached to a relationship that we know is not what 
God wants for us. Maybe we have gotten hurt by someone who we 
trusted with our hearts and are still trying to cope with the pain or 
hold on to the relationship. But have you ever thought that maybe God 
wants something different for your life? Maybe even something better? 
By holding on to past hurts we can stay stuck when God wants us to 
move forward to better things. Even if it seems like there is no way 
out, like things are impossible, God promises to make a way for us! He 
commands us to forget the past and see the new and wonderful things 
he has in our future! 

 
Day 15: 

• Hebrews 13:14-15 For this world is not our home; we are 
looking forward to our city in heaven, which is yet to come. With 
Jesus' help, let us continually offer our sacrifice of praise to God 
by proclaiming the glory of his name. 

 
This world can be mean and nasty sometimes. There are things that 

go on that make us ask, “Why is this happening?” “Why do people 
starve, why do children grow up without parents?” It is times like 
those that we remember that this world is not even our home. So do 
not be discouraged by the wrongs in this world, because, if you know 
Jesus Christ as your Savior, then you have a beautiful home in 
heaven. This verse goes on to say that we should not forget to do 
good things that are pleasing to God. So although we shouldn’t be 
discouraged by this world we should still desire to help change it for 
the better because that is what’s pleasing to God! 

 
Day 16: 

• Isaiah 46:10 From the beginning I revealed the end. From long 
ago I told you things that had not happened saying, “My plan will 
stand and I will do everything I intended to do.” 

  
Clay Aiken once said, “I believe God has a plan. God has a direction 

for me. He may put me on a few detours, but the path will ultimately 
reveal itself.” God’s plan is a promise. When God promises something 
He doesn’t pinky promise and cross his fingers. He crosses his heart 
and swears on His name. God knows before you are born how you will 
end up. He is excited to tell you, but you have to be ready. God will do 
everything He intends to do. Another verse said, “I’m in this for the 
long haul, I’ll do exactly what I set out to do.” I looked up the term 
long haul and found it was an airplane term. A long haul is a super 



long nonstop flight beyond seven hours. The thing is your life is way 
longer than 7 hours.  If you live until you are 98 years old then you 
have approximately 816,528 hours in your life. That is 11234 times 
you can do a long haul. That is craziness. God is with you all 816,528 
hours plus the nine months in the belly. I can’t believe God doesn’t get 
annoyed of being with us. He is excited to be with us and gives us 
hope for our future. I have hope knowing I get to spend 816,528 hours 
plus all of eternity with God. 
 
Day 17: 

• Matthew 6:31-34 "So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we 
eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own." 

 
So many of us find ourselves worrying and stressing over our future 

and what tomorrow brings. God promises that He has a future for us 
that will prosper us and give us hope. However, even though God has 
promised us that, we often find ourselves obsessing and worrying 
about it. God tells us that we are not to worry about that, and that we 
should just focus on today. He tells us that He takes care of the birds, 
and He loves us even more. We are the closest thing to His heart. He 
will always take care of us. Focus on today and don't worry about 
tomorrow. It's all in God's hands. 
	  


